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The Holidays & Staff Coverage 

The upcoming holiday season is a time for sharing and family, but for
those of us in healthcare, it is also one of the more stressful times of
year. Staff shortages and lack of full-time resources create temporal
windows for error.  Here are just a few things to consider as we approach
the holiday season:

If you are going to be away from the office, please ensure
coverage for your patients and lab/test result handling
Ensure your contact information and availability is provided to
those at the office
Obtain a staff schedule for the next few weeks, so you know who's
available and when
Make sure your residents have adequate supervisory resources

Awareness of Suicide Risks
Please be aware that the suicide rate increases around the holidays, so it
is a good time to brush up on risk factors and warning signs. Alcohol
consumption also increases during the holidays, and decreased inhibitions
may result in a first suicide attempt.

Case Study: Lung Resection Performed Before Final
Pathology Tissue Confirmation

After treatment by her family physician for an
upper respiratory infection, a 34-year-old
woman returned to his office reporting her
concerns that, having completed a prescribed
course of antibiotics, she continued to
experience intermittent bouts of dyspnea. After
conducting a physical examination, the family
physician ordered a chest X-ray that demonstrated a suspicious lesion in
the patient's lower left lung. A CT scan confirmed that the suspicious
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lesion was a pulmonary mass that warranted further clinical
investigations.

The patient was referred to a thoracic surgeon at a regional academic
medical center, who performed a wedge biopsy of the lesion and promptly
sent the tissue to the pathology department for frozen section diagnosis.
While the patient was still anesthetized, the pathologist returned a
"preliminary" diagnosis of "probable pulmonary blastoma." The pathology
laboratory report also stated that final tissue diagnostic confirmation must
await subsequent microscopic analyses of fixed tissue and other studies.
Given the aggressive nature of the probable malignancy, the surgeon
determined that immediate resection of the patient's lower left lung lobe
could spare the patient a second surgical procedure. Convinced that he
was acting in the patient's best interests, the surgeon proceeded with
removal of the patient's lower left lung lobe.

Three days after surgery, the final pathology report concluded that the
patient's lung mass was not cancerous, but in fact a pulmonary
endometrioma that, on frozen section, closely resembled a pulmonary
blastoma.

The patient sued, alleging that the surgeon negligently failed to secure an
adequately complete pathology consultation to confirm the preliminary
diagnosis on frozen section and hastily proceeded, without clinical
indication or her consent, to unnecessarily resect her lower left lung lobe,
a procedure that constituted medical battery.
 
 
Interested in receiving CME for cases just like this one?
Sign in to your ELM account at http://kmrrrg.elmexchange.com/ccc, navigate to
the Courses page and click the button to Sign up for the Risk & Safety
Exchange. Alternating Tuesdays, you will receive a case study and by taking a
short quiz you may earn additional AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™.
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